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Comments from the
IAM President

Thanks Jerry

& Fletcher

By Jake Wildman, IAM President
320-424-0713 o jakewildman @ outlook.com

Greetings IAM Members,

I hope everybody had a wonderful Christ-
mas and a Happy Year.

First, I would like to
share a few transitional
items that JAM is cur-
rently going through.
Jerry Wright, IAM’s long
time Membership Secre-
tary and Fletcher Syltie,
TIAM’s long time trea-
surer, have both decided
that it is their time to step
away from TAM’s board.

Both have been involved with IAM
for over 25 years and I cannot thank them
enough for the amount of time and effort
they have put into this organization. This or-
ganization would not be where it is at today
without these two individuals, so again thank
you Fletcher and Jerry for everything you
have done. If you happen to run into either
Fletcher or Jerry at a meeting or some sort of
gathering, please thank them for everything
they have done for TAM.

With that being said, Marlene Schlicting
has agreed to take over the treasurer posi-
tion and IAM’s current Vice President Anna
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51st Annual Convention
& Expo Coming Feb. 19

Minnesota irrigators,

researchers, agency leaders,
and industry partners will o
come together this winter 0
for the 51st Annual Conven-

Irrigators
OCiation

tion & Expo hosted by the
Irrigators Association of
Minnesota. The long-run-
ning annual event continues
to serve as a key forum for
sharing timely updates,
statewide perspectives, and
practical insight ahead of
the irrigation season.

The Convention & Expo >
will be held Thursday, Feb-
ruary 19,2026, at The Park
Event Center, located at
500 Division Street, Waite
Park, Minnesota. Doors and
registration open at 8:30
a.m., giving attendees the
opportunity to check in and
connect with exhibitors be-
fore the program begins at 9
a.m. The event runs through
2 p.m. and includes lunch.

Each year, the IAM
Convention & Expo brings
together the people and
information that shape ir-
rigation across Minnesota.
The program is designed to
provide context on current
conditions, emerging chal-
lenges, and policy consid-

EXPO continued on Page 5

9:00 AM -10:00 AM

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

mnirrigators.org

Convention & Expo
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February 19, 2026
00 AM -2 P
Registration &
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM

The Park Event Center
500 Division Street
Waite Park, MN 56387

Registration, Exhibitors, and
Refreshments.

Meeting, Updates from
Thom Petersen

10:00 AM -10:20 AM
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o Littl
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Keynote Speaker: Dave Janson,
lent of Strategic Farm

=)
Marketing & Crop Insurance

Closing Remarks & Door Prizes

0 Follow us

DNR water appropriation
application fee increase

By Dan Miller, Water Use Specialist, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Phone: 651-259-5731 Email: dan.w.miller @state.mn.us

As we shared through the August edition
of the MN Irrigator, DNR water appropriation
permit application fees have increased as of
January 1,2026. The Minnesota State Legisla-
ture approved the fee increase during the 2025
legislative session. The permit application fee

was last changed in 2005 from $75 to $150 per

permit application.

The fee increases support the changing de-
mands on water resources and the need for the
DNR to review permit applications, conduct
technical analyses, and manage water supplies
and data across the state.

Any new permit applications, amend-

ment requests or transfers will be required to
pay $600 per permit application, amendment
request or transfer.

What will the DNR do with the increase in
fees?

It will take some time for the new fees col-
lected to be realized in program improvements
and catch up with the accumulated work, but
the DNR expects the fee increases will sup-
port:

» Technical review and analyses of new ap-
plications and existing permits, with increas-
ing demands for available water.

FEE INCREASE continued on Page 8
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Bregier will take over as membership secretary.
T would like to thank both of them for taking on
these roles. Marlene and Anna are both currently
transitioning into these roles. With this change,
I just want to make everybody aware that there
will be a change in address to where you will
send your membership forms and other mailing
items, so please be on the lookout for that.
Moving on to some legislative items. As you
are aware, IAM authored a bill during last year’s
legislative session. The bill was introduced in
both the House and the Senate. Because of the
timing of when the bill was introduced, it did not
receive a hearing in the appropriate committees.
Over the last few months, IAM, along with
our lobbyists have had discussions about how
we would like to move forward with the bill in
this upcoming legislative session, which starts
on February 17. One of these discussion’s has
been with Agri-Growth, which is an organization
that represents many sectors of the agricultural
industry in Minnesota. Agri-Growth has been
working on some DNR permit reform language
and there is on-going discussion between the two
organizations about the possibility of combining
Agri-Growth’s bill with IAM’s language. Both

IAM and Agri-Growth plan on meeting with the
DNR before the session starts to discuss differ-
ent options.

Also, prior to session, JAM
plans on attending an agricul-
ture summit legislative listening
session taking place in Fergus
Falls at the end of January. Sev-
eral legislator’s and commis-
sioners from different agencies
will be on hand to discuss ways
to support agriculture across
Minnesota. We look forward
to the event and appreciate the
opportunity to be involved in
the discussion. As we move
into February, IAM will also
be attending one of Attorney
General Keith Ellison’s future
of Minnesota’s water task force
meetings in Mankato. At the
event we will hopefully get an
opportunity to share a small
piece of our story and promote
ag in general to a group that is
unfamiliar with what we do.

Fletcher Syltie, IAM’s long time trea-
surer, is stepping aside. Also moving
on from his position as IAM’s longtime
Membership Secretary is Jerry Wright
(pictured in middle of page, left side).

Before I wrap up, I just want to remind
everybody about TAM’s annual meeting coming
up on February 19th at The Park Center in St.
Cloud. We will be hosting it in
the same location as last year,
but this year we will starting at
9am with the business meeting
instead of in the afternoon. You
will be able to find the agenda
of the event here in the newslet-
ter and I just encourage every-
body to attend if your schedule
allows. As always, you can
register for the event by mail-
ing in your registration form or
you can register on-line at our
website, mnirrigator.org.

Thank you again for your
support and membership of
TAM. We appreciate the oppor-
tunity to represent your inter-
ests as irrigators and we will
continue to do our best to fight
for your right to irrigate the
crops that provide the food for
the people of this world.

Welcome to the Minnesota
Irrigator’s Winter Newsletter

By Jerry Wright, IAM
Membership Secretary
wrightsj@charter.net

This newsletter
comes to you thanks to
the support of advertisers,
current IAM members,
Industry Sponsors and
Extra Mile Members
listed on page 9 and 11.

Your Directors on the IAM Board welcome
and strongly encourage you to renew your mem-
bership if you have not already joined. Last year
we ended up with 508a members.

Following this issue, I am concluding my
service as the IAM Membership Secretary and
co-editor of the MN IRRIGATOR newsletter. I
wish to extend a heartfelt THANK YOU for the
opportunity to collaborate with the IAM Board
and past IAM Executive Directors and Board
members over the past 30+ years. It has been a

privilege to assist in creating this communica-
tion tool for irrigating farmers in Minnesota, as
well as for others interested in irrigated agricul-
ture, water conservation, and best management
practices.

Everyone benefits from each other’s ideas,
experiences, and partnership in IAM activities
this year including keeping a watchful eye on
MN Irrigators Water Rights; telling personal
stories about benefits of irrigation with Legis-
lators as well as representing the interests of
irrigation practices across the state.
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Minnesota Ag Weather Network

The MDA and local partners operate 40
weather stations in the Minnesota Ag Weather
Network (MAWN). Another 24 stations in the
state are owned and operated by the North Da-
kota Ag Weather Network (NDAWN), a vital
partner in the project.

Providing accurate and detailed local
weather data within 20 miles of ag areas
across the state is a goal of the project. Up to
80 total stations may be necessary to achieve
this goal.

Information gathered at each site is inte-
grated into NDAWN, which developed tools
and applications to make the data readily ac-
cessible to the public.

Minnesota station data is available
at: ndawn.ndsu.nodak.edu and ndawn.info/
centralmn.html.

The network relies upon landowners
across the state willing to host weather sta-
tions. Each weather station is installed in an
area of about 30x30 feet (0.02 acres) on land
not enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) or the Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program (CREP) due to program
rules. The intent is to operate on each site for
at least 50 years. Landowners interested in
hosting a station can complete the Minnesota

Ag Weather Station Host Application.
Weather Station Details
e Each weather station is solar powered
and transmits data over a cellular
network every 5 minutes.
¢ Stations monitor weather up to 33
feet in the air, and soil conditions
down to 7.5 feet below the surface,
including rain and snow, air tempera-
ture and humidity, wind speed, solar
radiation, and soil temperature and
moisture.
¢ Research-grade monitoring equip-
ment is used to ensure high-quality
and valuable data.
Network Expansion
In 2023, the MDA received funding
from the Clean Water Fund to expand the
weather station network to agricultural areas
statewide (green shading on the map). The
initial expansion of about 40 additional
weather stations began in 2024 and will be
completed in cooperation with local partners
over the next few years.
Data Collected
¢ Rainfall

WEATHER DATA continued on Page 4
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If you have a topic that you would like to see discussed in a future issue, drop a note to IAM president,
Jake Wildman at jakewildman@outlook.com. Articles for the newsletter are solicited and gathered by
Anna Bregier, IAM Vice President and Membership Secretary at annabregier.pfc@gmail.com.

Palmer Creations out of Glenwood, MN manages the advertising space, editing, printings, and mailing.

The Minnesota Irrigator newsletter is printed three times a year by the Irrigators Association of Minnesota. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior
written permission of the Irrigators Association of Minnesota. Printed in the United States of America. Contact the IAM President for further information.
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/.%@ Farm Credit Services

Unique operations

need unique solutions.

Get customized financing, insurance, and business services from
a team focused on agriculture. Our tailored solutions will meet
the unique financial needs of any size farm, ranch, or agribusiness.
Contact your local AgCountry Office to learn more.

AgCountry.com

AgCountry is an equal opportunity employer, an equal credit opportunity
lender, and an equal housing lender. Patronage is not guaranteed.
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Weather Data from Page 3

Air temperature
Wind direction and speed
Relative humidity
Dew point temperature
Soil temperatures to 7.5 feet
Soil moisture to 40 inches
Solar radiation
e Snow depth and snow water equivalent
Data and tools available through MAWN
with resulting benefits:

Soil temperature:

e Optimize the timing for fall application
of fertilizer and manure, and termination
of cover crop

e Reduce loss of nutrients, keep nutrients

available for next season’s crop

THERE'S NO sucHTHING AS

TOUGH

THAT'S 100% REINKE CERTIFIED

From high-strength steel to our industry leading warranties, count on Reinke
for innovative solutions to maximize your fields’ productivity season after
season. All backed by your local Reinke irrigation dealer.

i H LEARN MORE AT
‘{ib Reinke REINKECERTIFIED.COM

Farm-Tech Inc.

14846 State Hwy 56W |LIUMIA%] 22100 Lillehei Avenue
Adams, Minnesota S Hastings, Minnesota

507-582-7725

Info@farmtech.com
From soil to water, we work to keep every acre working for you!

e Minimize leaching of nitrate
into groundwater
Inversion alert system and wind
speed and direction
e Detect temperature inversion
and quickly changing weather
conditions before pesticide ap-
plication
e Keep pesticides on target for
treatment and reduce the risk of
drift
e Prevent off-site movement
of pesticides that can drift to
nearby surface waters
Irrigation scheduling
e Estimate evapotranspiration to
determine crop water needs and
optimize irrigation water usage
* Optimize yields and improve
water productivity
*  Minimize the quantity of water
used and the potential leaching
of ag chemicals and manure to
groundwater
Disease risk forecasting
* Determine periods of disease
risk; apply pesticide only when
disease risk is high
* Reduce need for preventive
pesticide applications
e Reduce unneeded pesticide
application and potential water
contamination
Runoff risk forecasting
e Forecast potential overland
runoff up to 10 days and delay
application to prevent runoff
* Reduce runoff loss, keep ma-
nure onsite and available to the
crop
e Prevent loss of manure or other
inputs to surface water
MAWN’s expansion is made pos-
sible through the support of Minne-
sota’s Clean Water Fund.

Daily Crop “ET”
Information Available

Central MN Ag Weather Network
www.mda.state.mn.us/central-
minnesota-ag-weather-network

North Dakota Ag Weather & ET
(Includes Central & NW MN Counties)

ndawn.ndsu.nodak.edu/

Benton SWCD
www.soilandwater.org/
320 968 5300 ext 3

East Ottertail SWCD
www.eotswed.org/
218-346-4260 ext 3

Dakota County SWCD
ima respec.com/dakota/
651-480-7781

Pope County SWCD
www.popeswed.org/
320-634-5327

Sherburne SWCD
www.sherburneswed.org/
763 241 1170 ext3

Wisconsin Daily Crop ET Potential
(Includes SE MN Counties)
agweather.cals.wisc.edu/
sun_water/et_wimn
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EXPO from Page 1

erations that directly affect irrigators statewide.
This approach creates space not only for updates,
but also for shared understanding.

This year’s agenda includes irrigation re-
search and water-management insights from the
University of Minnesota Extension, along with
updates on conservation programs and funding
opportunities through the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Time will also be dedicated

to discussion of current state-level issues facing
Minnesota irrigators, allowing representatives
and partners to provide updates on evolving
situations, regulatory considerations, and topics
affecting irrigation operations across different
regions of the state.

A featured highlight of the afternoon will be
the keynote presentation by Dave Janson, Presi-
dent of Strategic Farm Marketing & Crop Insur-

51st Annual

irrigation issues.

“AgDirect has helped
me remain competitive
and profitable.”

- Travis H., Grain & Hay Producer, NE

AgDirect financing helps you save time, add convenience and most importantly, save
money. Even when a manufacturer’s financing rates are low, AgDirect offers added
flexibility, extended terms, and refinancing options that are attractive, too.

© Aslow as $0 down*

© No prepayment penalties™

Financing terms from 2 to 7 years
on most equipment - up to 10-year
term on pivots*

B3 Delayed payments up to 15 months*

B Easy applications

@O Fast credit decisions

* Subject to approval. ** Excludes leases over $500,000. AgDirect is an equipment financing program offered by Farm Credit Services of America and

other lenders, including participating Farm Credit System Institutions.

Learn what's new in watler,
research, and statewide

Nobody delivers ag-friendly financing terms like AgDirecte.

ance. Speaking from 1-2 p.m., Janson brings
decades of experience in commodity markets,
crop insurance, and grain merchandising. His
background includes serving as a senior mer-
chant with Cargill across multiple segments of
the grain and export system. Raised on a Minne-
sota dairy farm, Janson holds a degree in Agri-

EXPO continued on Page 6

AgDirect.

Learn more at agdirect.com.
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EXpO from Page 5

cultural Education with a minor in Agricultural & Expo places strong emphasis on connection.
Economics from the University of Minnesota and Industry vendors will be on site beginning at 8:30
will offer attendees a market-focused perspective  a.m., providing opportunities throughout the day
on agriculture and risk management. for irrigators to explore products and services,

Beyond the formal program, the Convention  ask questions, and build relationships that extend
beyond the meeting.

Registration is $20 with pre-
registration and $25 at the door,
and includes access to all sessions,
the exhibitor area, and lunch. In-
dividuals may pre-register online
at: https:/irrigators-association-of-
minnesota.square .site/

Now in its 51st year, the IAM
Convention & Expo remains a trust-
ed annual gathering, bringing Minne-
sota’s irrigation community together
to stay informed, share perspectives,
and prepare for the season ahead.

Convention Keynote Speaker

Dave Janson, President of Strategic
Farm Marketing Inc., is a licensed com-
modity broker, crop insurance agent and
grain marketing specialist. Dave was a
senior merchant for Cargill. During his
tenure he worked at a barge loading facil-
ity, an export and soybean processing plant,
a terminal elevator and CBOT delivery
warehouse, and the Cargill headquarters in
Minnetonka, MN. Dave grew up on a dairy
farm in Minnesota and has an Agricultural
Education degree with a minor in Ag Eco-
nomics from the University of Minnesota.

Top to bottom: IAM’s 50th
Annual Convention &
Expo; Jeppe Kjaersgaard,
Minnesota Department of
Agriculture speaking at the
50th Convention & Expo.

Precision Rain
of Minnesota

Reinke Dealer in Central MN

Reinke

1T THAN

If involved with a domestic-DNR Well Interference “Complaint”
Contact your 1AM Local Director - page 2
or IAM President - Jake Wildman
320-424-0713 or jakewildman@outlook.com
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Exhibit at the IAM 51% Convention & Expo

Industry partners are invited to exhibit at the 51st Annual Con-
vention & Expo hosted by the Irrigators Association of Minnesota, a
long-standing event that brings together Minnesota irrigators, re-
searchers, agency leaders, and decision-makers.

Vendor registration is now open at:

https://irrigators-association-of-minnesota.square.site/

Vendor space is limited, and early registration is encouraged.

The event will take place Thursday, February 19, 2026, at The
Park Event Center (500 Division Street, Waite Park, Minnesota).
Vendor set-up begins at 7:30 a.m., with doors and attendee registra-
tion opening at 8:30 a.m. After strong feedback from vendors on the
layout and flow of the venue last year, IAM is pleased to return to The
Park Event Center for the 2026 Convention & Expo.

The exhibitor experience is designed to encourage meaningful
interaction throughout the day. Coffee and pastries will be available
throughout the morning, with a lunch buffet included, helping keep
attendees on site and creating natural opportunities for conversation
during breaks and meals.

Vendors gain direct access to a focused audience of irrigators and
professionals involved in irrigation planning, management, conserva-
tion, and current state-level issues. The program draws
attendees who are actively engaged and looking to connect
with trusted partners, products, and services.

Vendor participation is offered through IAM mem-
bership and Circle sponsorship options, which include a

Top to bottom:

vendor table at the Convention & Expo along with year- Zte :::;Sggce
round visibility through IAM communications and events. Annual Con-
Multiple participation levels are available to fit a range of vention & Expo;
organizations and goals. 50th Annual

Whether you provide equipment, technology, consult-
ing, or services that support irrigation operations, exhibit-
ing at the IAM Convention & Expo is an effective way to
build relationships, strengthen brand presence, and stay
connected to Minnesota’s irrigation community.

Register to become a vendor at:

https://irrigators-association-of-minnesota.square.site/

Convention &
Expo attendees
speaking to
exhibitors.

OU LEGACY.
Agriculture isn't just a market we serve. It's what we're

founded on. It's who we are. Our mission'goes far beyond
farm loans and insurance offerings. We are passionate

about the hopes and dreams of rural America and are
always evolving to meet the needs of the communities we
serve to build for the future. Let’s get started today.

#CHAMPIONRURAL

Mark Koch, Financial Officer C o M P E E R

(320) 241-9470 FINANCIAL

mark.koch@compeer.com

COMPEER.COM | (844) 426-6733

@ Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2019 All rights reserved.
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Fee Increase from page1

* Reducing the backlog in permit applications the state and sharing this information with exist-  agriculture, fish and wildlife habitat, recreation,
requiring technical review and analysis for more  ing permit holders and new applicants. power generation and, in some situations, navi-
complex project proposals and applications. The DNR is required to balance competing gation.

* DNR compliance efforts with existing management objectives that include both the If you have any questions about the new per-
permit terms and conditions in areas with limited development and protection of Minnesota’s water mit application fees, please contact Tom Hovey,
water availability and increasing demands for resources. Minnesota law also requires the DNR ~ DNR Water Regulations Unit Supervisor, at tom.

water resources. to manage water resources for current and future  hovey@state.mn.us or 651-259-5654.
¢ Improved understanding of aquifers across  generations. This includes domestic supplies,

Precision Rain
of Minnesota

Remke

RE RIGHT THAN RAIN

SMARTA)

Zone Mgt System

Variable Rate Irrigation

We can help you make
SMART decisions,
regarding your VR irrigation

technology!

/"m (320) 632-4419
ez @ www.anezconsulting.com

Consulting, LLC
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MDA Reminders for
Installers, Operators

Chemigation & Fertigation Permit Requirements

Chemigation permits are issued by the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) to operators who apply fertilizer (fertigation) and/or
pesticide through an irrigation system that is connected to a water source.

To obtain a chemigation permit, the operator must submit a permit
application to the MDA, pay the required fee, and meet the permit require-
ments that include the installation of the required antipollution device(s)
(check valves) that are approved.

Alist of MDA approved check valves can be found at the MDA’s web-
page at www.mda.state.mn.us/chemicals/fertilizers/chemigation.aspx The
operator must apply for a permit one time. A new permit is required when
the operator of the system changes which occurs due to the sale or lease of
the farming operation or business.

In center pivot chemigation systems another name for an antipollution
device is a check valve. Two (2) MDA approved check valves in a series
must be installed when applying pesticide.

MDA REMINDERS continued on Page 10

Minnesota R
Irrigators s

-

_‘- . ‘-‘(
W8

Join fellow irrigators for a focused program featuring current data,
applied research, and discussions that help inform the year ahead.

Prairie Event Center
201 W. Main St.

Thursday Registration
22 Jan., 2026 08:30 am 1S
Parkers Prairie, MN

MORE INFOO NG A

MINNESOTA IRRIGATORS,

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
AN

Take the Minnesota
Irrigator Program

. Improvement Survey

zumn.edu/MIP_2026

M UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA EXTENSION

0
MN Irrigator

THANK YOU

IAM Extra Mile

Supporters
(as of Jan 13th)

PLATINUM CIRCLE

A &L PETERSON FARM CLEAR LAKE, 4 BAR G
FARMS APPLETON, 4 THE BOYS GLENWOOD,
GOLLY FARMS CLEAR LAKE, MN CORN GROWERS
ASSOCIATION, RD OFFUTT FARMS FARGO,
RIVERVIEW MORRIS

PRESIDENTIAL

ANDERSON FARMS BELGRADE, MARK OBERG
BROWERVILLE, NUEST PARTNERSHIP HANCOCK,
EDWARD PETERNELL ST STEPHEN, PRAIRIE
FARMS RICE, ROCKWOOD ACRES COLD SPRINGS,
SCHLICHTER FAMILY FARM ADAMS, STAMER
FARMS WILMER, WILDMAN FARMS GLENWOOD

GOLD

FARM BOYS PARKER PRAIRIE, TOM FAHEY
ROSEMOUNT, FRANK MARSHALL GROVE CITY, ROY
OLSON PARTNERSHIP PARKERS PRAIRIE,
REICHMANN LAND & CATTLE FARMS VILLARD,
R.K.S.K. FARMS HASTINGS, SEA VIEW FARMS
LITTLE FALLS, SKAURUD GRAIN FARMS GARY

SILVER

A & B FARMS BETHEL, CIRCLE G FARMS CLEAR LAKE,
DIEKMANN FARMS BEARDSLEY, DST FARMS
ROSEMOUNT, TOM FAHEY ROSEMOUNT, RON
HALVORSON NEW LONDON, JEFF HELLE LYLE,
JHOUSER EAGEN, LAKESIDE FOOD BROOTEN, JEFF
HELLE LYLE, J HOUSER EAGAN, L J S FARMS KIMBALL,
RKSK HASTINGS , MIKE SELLNER SLEEPY EYE,
JERRY WRIGHT GLENWOOD

BRONZE
BJL FARMS HAMPTON

Irrigators
Association
O

°'Minnesota

Since 1975

WE WELCOME YOUR IAM STORIES OR PICTURES

Please share your stories and pictures with Anna Bregier,
IAM Vice President and Membership Secretary at annabregier.pfc@gmail.com
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MDA Reminders from Page 9

‘When applying fertilizer, a single MDA
approved main line check valve is required. A
check valve must also be installed on the injec-
tion pump or line. The fertilizer and/or pesticide
must be injected into the irrigation stream after

the main line check valve(s).

Mainline check valves, springs and automat-
ic low pressure drains: We’re seeing more and
more instances where check valve springs have
broken/failed and automatic low pressure drains

plugged. Growers are strongly urged to open the
mainline check valve bodies and inspect these
items at least annually before the season begins.

MDA REMINDERS continued on Page 11

Join us on
Facebook, like
and follow today!

Stay connected and informed with the Irrigators Association of Minnesota! Our Face-
book page is your go-to source for the latest updates, valuable resources, and engaging
content tailored for the irrigation community. Here's why you should like and follow us:

Exclusive Content
Be the first to know about upcoming events, workshops, and seminars. Get insights and
tips from experts in the field to help you optimize your irrigation practices.

Equipment Tips
Stay up-to-date with the latest innovations and best practices in irrigation technology
and equipment maintenance.

Community Connection
Join a thriving community of like-minded professionals and enthusiasts. Share your
experiences, ask questions, and get support from fellow members.

Important Updates
Get updates on policy changes, funding opportunities, and other important news that
affects the irrigation industry in Minnesota.

Scan the QR to Like and follow us on Facebook today to stay connected and make the
most of your irrigation efforts!

Thank you to IAM Vice President Anna Bregier and technical staff at Central Lakes
College for creating the Facebook page and upgrading and organizing the IAM website
layout.

“ Minnesofy @olowng  Q search

These photos illustrate a center pivot irrigation used to chemigate fertilizer only. When
chemigating fertilizer only, operators are required to have one anti-pollution device.

SINCE 1893

THEIN WELL

* WELL DRILLING GEOPROBING
PUMP SALES/SERVICE * SOIL BORINGS
* WELL REHABILITATION * MONITOR WELLS

+ WELL ABANDONMENT * REMEDIATION WELLS
+ GEOTHERMAL * ROCK CORING
+ WELL TELEVISING * GAMMA/E-LOGGING

24 Hour Emergency Service

1-800-450-8000
www.theinwell.com
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MDA Reminders from Page 10

A broken spring or plugged automatic low-pressure drain does not offer
the required backflow prevention under Minnesota law.
Apply online at www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/erenewal/apply.jsp

This photo illustrates two anti-pollution (backflow prevention) devices used on center-
pivot irrigation systems. When chemigating pesticides alone or a combination of fertil-
izer and pesticide, operators are required to have two anti-pollution devices.

Serving West Central Minnesota and Eastern South Dakota

Wide Selection of Irrigation Parts on Hand
We Work on ALL BRANDS of Irrigation

808 7th Street, Hancock, MN 56244 - 320-392-5249
552 Main Street, Big Stone City, SD 57216 - 605-862-8149
Email: mie.bigstone@gmail.com - www.miebigstone.com

Like us on @

ZIMMATIC

BY LINDSAY

S FIELDNET

BY LINDSAY

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE
IN MINNESOTA IRRIGATOR?

Contact Jim for more information
at jim@palmercreations.net

for a chemigation permit. Fees are $50 for a fertilizer only; $250for a pesti-
cide only or combination pesticide/fertilizer permit.

Contact MDA Chemigation Consultant Kari Mastin with questions at
kari.mastin@state.mn.us or 651.272.7501

THANK YOU

2025-26 Industry
Supporters

PLATINUM CIRCLE

COMPEER FINANCIAL
GRAND IRRIGATION
MN AEA 1l POTATO GROWERS
MN CORN GROWERS ASSC.
MVI- WADENA
NELSON IRRIGATION
REINKE MANUFACTURING
TRAUT COMPANIES
WEST CENTRAL IRRIGATION

PRESIDENTIAL

AGDIRECT

CENTRA SOTA COOP
FARM-TECH

HYDRO ENGINEERING

MIDWEST IRRIGATION & ELECTRIC
MODERN FARM EQUIPMENT
NORTHWEST AQWATEK SOLUTIONS

VALMONT

GOLD
ARNOLD’S
EARTHSCOUT
KOMET IRRIGATION
LG SEEDS
POPE CO. SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
STEARNS CD-SHERBURNE SWCD-BENTON SWCD

SILVER

AGRO VALLEY SOLUTIONS
CARLSON MCCAIN

CLC-AG & ENERGY CENTER

KLIMEK BROS. WELL DRILLING
LLAKESIDE FOODS
MN AG WQ CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
MDA-MN AG WEATHER NETWORK
MINNESOTA DNR-WATERS §
TENACITY AG i

[rrigators
o Association
O >

Minnesota
Since 1975“

o
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Financial assistance available for
irrigation technology upgrades

By Jeppe Kjaersgaard, Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture

To apply for funding contact your
local SWCD office and submit a conser-
vation program application. The dead-
line for applying for financial assistance
is February 27,2026, but contact your
SWCD office early to ensure a timely
application

Irrigation technologies available for  partment of Agriculture, USDA-NRCS, T |
financial assistance include e.g., soil the SWCDs listed above, the Irrigators L il |
moisture sensors, irrigation water man-  Association of Minnesota, Central Lakes o | | |
agement, remote data access and remote  College Ag & Energy Center, AgCentric- == |
operation control, upgrades of sprinklers Minnesota State, University of Minne- |
or panels, fertigation retrofits, pump sota, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, state ]
upgrades including upgrades to variable  agencies, irrigator’s associations, and - e % -
frequency drive pumps, irrigation pipe-  irrigation businesses have partnered to o= ) .
line, variable rate irrigation technology,  offer this program. O
and drip tape system upgrades. Irrigators receiving financial as- |

Financial assistance is available for ~ sistance will also receive a discount to F— -
technology upgrades to irrigation sys- participate in the Minnesota State Farm
tems located within the Anoka, Becker, = Business Management Program which - oy i e
Benton, Cass, Clay, Dakota, Douglas, provides an annual financial analysis of P -5
East Otter Tail, Grant, Hubbard, Isanti, their operation. P B I [T Lligible Countics
Kandiyohi, Meeker, Mille Lacs, Mor- The program will also help build

rison, Pope, Sherburne, Stearns, Stevens,
Swift, Todd, Wadena, Washington, West
Otter Tail, Wilkin and Wright Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
service areas.

You apply for funding by contacting
your local SWCD office and submitting
a conservation program application. The
deadline for applying for financial as-
sistance is February 27, 2026, but con-

tact your SWCD office early to ensure a
timely application.

The funding is provided through a
renewed agreement with the USDA’s Re-
gional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP). It builds upon a $3.5 million
award for similar projects in 2021.

This initiative brings together a broad
coalition of partners. The Minnesota De-

irrigation-related technical expertise
and information sharing among SWCD,
NRCS and irrigation industry staff, and
organize field days and irrigation tech-
nology demonstration events.

For more information, contact your
local SWCD or see the program website
at agcentric.org/rcpp-precision-irrigation

USDA siates

unitea
S Department of
S ricutur:

RCPP Project 4320
P of Agi

(MDA) -

to Protect Groundwater
Ragicnsl Cznsarvatizn Permarshiz Program (RCFF) - Land Wasegement

=0

January 20th, 2025

From sun up until sun down, we
know your equipment needs to be
as hard-working as you, because
we all know a farmer’s job is never
done. Valley, is the every-man
brand. No matter your operational
setup, we have the irrigation
equipment and technology to
move you forward. Our pivots are
built to last, easy to operate and
ahead of the curve.

STRENGTH
IN THE FIELD.
THIS IS VALLEY.

GRAND IRRIGATION
7551 State St.
Clear Lake, MN 55319-0247

320-743-3000

Durable. Reliable. Built to Last.
This is Valley.

WEST CENTRAL IRRIGATION
810 Industrial Park
Starbuck, MN 56381

320-239-2230

K & T IRRIGATION
1124 W. Main Ave.
West Fargo, ND 58078

701-281-9418

VALLEY ¥

valleyirrigation.com
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IrrigationTODAY
g The irrigation resource for today's growers n n u E @

NEWS + FEATURES ¥  MAGAZINE ~ OUREXPERTS ~ PRODUCTS  ADVERTISE

{ome » Fall 2025 issue

“ CURRENT ISSUE ONLINE Magazine:

< https://irrigationtoday.org/ >

COVER STORY

Global Irrigation Outlook: Worldwide Evolutions

From water scarcity and economic challenges to the rise of Al and sustainable practices, ag irrigation
looks to keep up with rapid change

As year’s end approaches, the irrigation market is undergoing a significant transformation, driven by
key global and domestic trends.

The industry is shifting in response to the urgent need for water conservation and sustainable practices.
This movement is a key part of the broader adoption of precision agriculture and smart irrigation, which
aim to optimize resource use, boost crop yields and promote healthier plants.

Read the Full Story ONLINE - < https://irrigationtoday.org/ >

IN THIS ISSUE
itori Keep it flowin
Editorial message \ p 4
GI,Dt.].aI |rrjgat|0n chalkenges cemand kel SOI”E‘?"S m Proper maintenance practices for agricultural irigation systems ensure long-

. NORTHERN | [l g ;¥\ 0§

IRRIGATION COMPANY,LLc CL&LL COMPANIES
a_ Perham, MN | 218-346-7246

Zn Your Experts in
' Everything Water

P e - : : Residential, Commercial & Farm Well Drilling
Irrigation | Water Treatment & Softeners
Well & Pump Service

Learn more at TrautCompanies.com

ROUTING WATER | ° Muthorized Pie
RELIABLY, .
EFFICIENTLY, lai
& NFFORDABLY | ° Serviine!

northernirrigationcontractors.com danielbriard18@gmail.com
45214 County Highway 80, Perham, MN 218-346-7246

St. Joseph, MN | 320-251-5090
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Annual MN Irrigated Crop Acres Update

by Jerry Wright, Retired Extension Engineer
University of Minnesota 10th Jan 2026

Permitted irrigated agricultural crops in
Minnesota continue to grow each year. The
blue bar graph gives a historical presentation
of permitted irrigated acre growth over several
selected years between 1960 and 2026. The
green bars show the reported annual irrigated
acres, and they have grown at a similar rate each
year, some years show a slight variation from
the mean depending on the weather temperature
and rainfall conditions and irrigation needs.

IRRIGATED ACRES continued on Page 15

Mn DNR data from Sean Hunt Jan 2026
Summarized by Jerry Wright, Retired Extension Engineer - 10th Jan 2026
= Major Ag Crops Permitted

MN DNR PERMITTED & FARMER REPORTED

IRRIGATED ACRES

WAl Permitted Ac.  mReported Acres 900,0

o000
800,000

700,000

**1970 - 1978 data gath-
ered by Extension County
Agents & collated by Exten-
sion Ag Engineer, Roger

200,000

100,000

YEAR | Permitted Sod/Nurs/Fruit - Irrig | _Permitted Ag Crops - Irrig_| Permitted Wild Rice - Irrig_|Total Permits | IRRIGATED |
2026 134111 772.880 32193 818,315
gg ’gé; 633.479 | The Minnesota Irrigation acreage totals shown in
791 :y 4 691,545 the Table above lists out the actual DNR permitted
797,324 673.379 acres, and then the farmer reported irrigated acre-
790,062 682,324 age over the past 7 years plus the previous 5/10-
; 34 '253 650.870 year intervals back to 1975 for Agricultural Crops,
f 234 gg g along with domestic Wild Rice and the grouping of
2000 544,665 | 432883 | 509 Nurseryand Fruit.
991 6.062 491761 34283 32,1 389,970 |
B4 10,43 301.755
78 72,1 272119 |
75 74,094 174,094 |

If you are not interested in receiving future newsletters from Irrigators Association of Minnesota (IAM),
please send a note to Anna Bregier, Membership Secretary.
If you have a topic that you would like to see discussed in a future issue, drop a note to IAM president, Jake Wildman at jakewildman@outlook.com.
Articles for the newsletter are solicited and gathered by Anna Bregier, IAM Vice President and Membership Secretary at annabregier.pfc@gmail.com.

OUR PROFESSIONALS FOLLOW INDUSTRY STANDARDS
AND ARE HERE TO HELP

g BROTHERS
LLING.INC

LICENSED ¢ BONDED ¢ INSURED

e Wells e Residential ¢ Commercial ® Farm
¢ |rrigation ® Pumps ¢ Well Abandonment ¢ Softeners

24-Hour Service 320.762.8669

www.KlimekBrosWellDrilling.com

1.800.295.9261

Klimek Brothers Well Drilling, Inc.
702 1/2 County Road 22 NW, Alexandria, MN 56308

Klimek Bros Well Drilling has an A+ Better Business Bureau rating

and is licensed and bonded for well drilling and well drilling
related services in Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota.

HONESTY e PASSION ¢ COMMITMENT e QUALITY

Northwest AqwaTek Solutions

g

‘\J

Water Resources Expertise

Irrigation Permits ¢ Permit Compliance Monitoring
Water Quality ¢ Aquifer Testing « Hydrologic Assessments

218.248.0502 | nwats.com | Wadena
Celebrating 10 Years of Excellence

Specializing in Surface Water/Groundwater Interactions
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Irrigated Acres from Page 14

TOP 10 Minnesota Counties - 2024 Reported Irrigated Crop Acres to DNR

Data shared by Sean Hunt of DNR Waters- 6th Jan 2026 Table created by Jerry Wright, IAM Membership Secretary- 10th Jan 2026

COUNTY I Alfalfa |Veg Sn Bean Peas Sw Corn Corn Soybean |Dd Beans| Potatoes | Sg Beets | Sm Grain | Orchard | Nursery Sod Wild Rice] TOTAL
Otter Tail| 4,421 2 121 9 45,700 20,438 14,772 6,797 2,480 2 197 51 94,991
Stearns] 3,498 523 55 1,506 2,151 32,847 8,327 3,027 309 2,386 1,570 36 110 56,343
Dakota] 881 520 1,734 1,810 3,409 | 31,750 | 9,200 419 1,151 18 30 1,846 1,443 54,240
Pope] 1,141 412 215 1,663 2,309 28,358 8,047 6,857 1,307 2,626 134 53,069
swift] 272 453 170 215 23261 | 6,668 3,590 2,124 36,753
Sherburne] 102 254 120 143 18,977 9,133 397 6,946 60 192 234 36,559
Morrison| 1,676 5 329 1,731 39 19,221 | 4,639 4,410 2,453 35 8 34,546
Wadena| 934 2 65 6 12,086 6,171 2,643 4,772 1,567 1 80 28,326
Hubbard| 2,092 1 14 3 8,730 1,434 7,466 4,647 733 2 144 5 25,271
Todd| 1,639 55 11,586 5,365 685 1,132 398 20,859
SubTotal 16,656 2,172 2,799 6,789 8,284 232,515 | 79,422 44,266 29,513 7,184 6,917 130 2,388 1,923 0 440,958
Alfalfa Veg Sn Bean Peas Sw Corn Corn Soybean | Dd Beans| Potatoes | Su Beets | Sm Grain | Orchard | Nursery Sod Wild Rice] TOTAL

GraTOTAL|] 22,190 | 3,958 3,519 8344 | 10,928 | 327,891 | 114,714 | 61,801 | 39,365 | 9,333 9,516 735 4,004 5486 | 11,695 | 633,479

A full listing of all counties in a PDF file can be downloaded from the Irrigators Association of Minnesota (IAM) webpage at mnirristors.org

=] Sm Grain

2024 Irrigated Crop Mixture

1%
=| W Rice ®1 Orh-Nur-Sd o| Atfalfa
4%
=| SBeets
1%
VegSpec
= | Potato 4%

=*| D Beans

10%
=1 Soybean =[Comn
— 52%

{YReinke PRECISION

IMTEEMS,

INNOVATION

§ MODERN FARM

EQUIPMENT

ON THE E3" CENTER PIVOT

nted and time-h (P) 320-352-6543
8 d MODERNFARMEQUIPMENT.COM
1ge-to-flange connection L HWY?]. S., SAUK CENTRE

HOURS
MON- FRI: 8AM-5PM | SAT: SEASONAL
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About IAM Membershipy Events+ Resources Contact Us

Irrigators Association

sl

Membership can be
renewed on IAM website

If you have not visited the
NEW IAM website (Www.mnir-
rigators.org) and Facebook page
recently it’s time you do so! At
IAM, our mission is to “support
new science-based research on ir-
rigation management and provide
advocacy at the state and local
level for the right of farmers to ir-
rigate.” This website highlights our
work, provide updates and events
also via our Facebook page.

The website also allows you
to join/renew your membership
online with credit card as well as

ects.

“The impact of irrigation on
Minnesota’s economy not just to the
farmer, but also the rural communities
where irrigation takes place in Min-
nesota is significant. JAM wants to
spread the message that farmers who
irrigate are working hard to be good
stewards of our natural resources.”
-Alan Peterson, Former IAM President

There is also a place for farmers to
find irrigation resources from research
farms across the state and access the
latest copy of IAM’s Minnesota Irriga-
tor newsletter.

Visit www.mnirrigators.org to renew your membership. make other donations to IAM proj-

IAM MEMBERSHIP AND CONVENTION REGISTRATION - WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
JOIN ONLINE AT HTTPS://MNIRRIGATORS.ORG

NAME Address
(PLEASE COMPLETE) | rri atOrS C .
ALVl ity, State & Zi
(/\ssotiation 4 P
IRRIGATOR Q Ag crop Q Horticulture QWild Rice Email Address

IAM ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES & CONVENTION SIGN-UP (due Feb. 8)
IRRIGATION INDUSTRY

Qlrrigation equipment dealer, well driller, etc. O'VMinngnsEgE% Pre-Convention Registration - $20 per person ($25 at the door) ....... $
(1 Agribusiness — seed, fertilizer, financial, etc. Individual Annual Dues - $100 or $275for3Years ............c.oeeee... S
1 Educational /Agency Platinum Circle Membership-$1,000 0r more. ............ccoovueeennn. S
Presidential Membership - $500 0rmore. ............coovvieeieienn.ns $

1 Other GOLD Membership = 3350 ...ttt S
Please mail this form and a check payable to“IAM” to: Silver Membership - $250 .....ooiutuiiiiii i $

EERTE I::erglige:tlz;lst:ss:::rl,a::(l)::]:: t:nslrr'q‘vevs :itcae, T Bronze Membership - $150. ... . .oteiiuite it eaans S

1Ko 53T 019 I ) 500000000000000000000000000000000600600000600000000 $

Wi NELSON

FROM PIVOT POINT |4
TOENDGUN |
THE PACKAGE IS

COMPLETE

R3030
ROTATOR® +
3NV NOZZLE "




